
    Proper Disposal of 
Prescription Drugs

Do not flush prescription drugs down the 
toilet or drain. 

Whenever possible, use community 
pharmaceutical collection programs.When 
programs are not available, follow these guidelines for disposal.

Center for 
Environmental 

Information

View the Proper Disposal of Prescription Drugs video at:
http://www.Whitehousedrugpolicy.Gov/drugfact/disposal.Mov

1. Remove medicines from their 
original container. - Take unused, 
unneeded, or expired prescription 
drugs out of their original containers. 

2. Make the medicines unusable. 
- Mix the prescription drugs with an 
undesirable substance, such as used 
coffee grounds or kitty litter.

3. Put them in a sealable bag and 
place in the trash. - Put them in 
impermeable, non-descript containers, 
such as sealable bags. 

 Storing expired and unwanted 
medications in your home increases 
the risk of accidental poisoning.  Help 
protect your safety by disposing of 
medicines both properly and promptly

.

Got Questions? Call the 
Poison Control Center at:

1 800 222-1222
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